Sights of London.                           67

preserved and its banner flaunting in the air*   The ancient
city is intact and all its glory is not yet gone*

Let the tourist mount the steps of the Monument and
he will know that once upon a time this rich city was a
prey to the terrible devastations of, first, the Black Death
and then the great conflagration* Let him visit the Guild-
hall and he will appreciate what it means to be privileged
with the freedom of the City of London* Let him visit
the old Tower with its picturesque " beef-eaters " and
battlements; let him crawl his way up the dark stone
staircase of the principal prison chamber and examine
the inscriptions on the walls made^by the unfortunate
political prisoners4; let him stand on the site where two
of the Merry Monarch's queens, as well as Lady Jane
Grey and others, were beheaded; and he will realise the
old age of the world's metropolis* Above all, let him
visit St* Paul's Cathedral or, better still, Westminster
Abbey and the Houses of Parliament, and he will under-
stand the full force of an Englishman's love for the " dear
old London town*"

I do not propose to go into the details of these and other
places of historic interest* They can be looked up in any
guide book, if the tourist will only take the trouble to do
so* But I may record here my indebtedness to the
authorities and employees of the Reading Room of the
British Museum*

To those who have only a few days to spend in London,
this Reading Room will not be included in their list of
itinerary, although the Egyptian mummies, etc*, will
invariably be visited* Nevertheless, for those who can,
the Reading Room should always be included, and if